
                            AMERICAN CRABAPPLE
    Most ornamental Crabapples are not native to this country. However, there are a few Crabapple species that are native. One of them is the American Crabapple (Malus coronaria [L.] P. Miller).

    American Crabapples are members of the Order Rosales, the Family Rosaceae, the Subfamily Amygdaloideae, the Tribe Maleae, and the Subtribe Malinae.

    Previous scientific synonyms for this tree were Malus bracteata Rehder, M. carolinensis Ashe, M. elongata (Rehder) Ashe, M. fragrans Rehder, M. glabrata Rehder, M. glaucescens Rehder, M. lancifolia Rehder, M. platycarpa Rehder,  Pyrus bracteata (Rehder) L.H. Bailey, P. coronaria L., P. glaucescens (Rehder) L.H. Bailey, and P. lancifolia (Rehder) L.H. Bailey.
    The generic name, Malus, is from the Latin word, malum, which is “apple”. The specific epithet, coronaria, is from the Latin word, coronarius, which is “of a crown”,
     The common name, Crabapple, is from the Nordic word, skrabba, which is “fruit of the wild apple tree”. Crab may have come from the Celtic word for “sour” or from the Nordic word, skrub, which is “brushwood”. Apple is from the German word, apfer, which refers to any fruit. Other common names for this species are Allegheny Crab, American Crab, Biltmore Crabapple, Fragrant Crab, Garland Crab, Garland Tree, Sweet Crabapple, Sweet-scented Crab, and Wild Crabapple.
    American Crabapple trees are shade intolerant but are urban-tolerant. They are both fast-growing and short-lived.

           DESCRIPTION OF THE AMERICAN CRABAPPLE
Height: Its height is 10-33 feet. It can be a tree or a shrub.
Diameter: Its trunk diameter is 6-14 inches.

Crown: Its crown is broad, open, irregularly rounded, and bushy with crooked spreading branches. Many Songbirds (Suborder Passeri) nest within these crowns.
Trunk: Its trunk is short, stout, and crooked. It divides close to the ground.
Twigs: Its twigs are red-brown and hairy when young. The older twigs are smooth and gray with stubby thorn-like spurs with rough sides. Its leaf scars are alternate and are narrowly curved with 3 bundle scars.
Buds: Its terminal buds are about 1/8-¼ inch long, conical, smooth, and sharply pointed. Its lateral buds are smaller, rounded, obtuse, and alternate. Its 3-6 overlapping scales are bright red with fringed hairs. 
Leaves: Its leaves are simple, alternate, and deciduous. Each leaf is about 1-5 inches long; about ¾-2 inches wide; and is triangular, ovate, or broadly elliptic. It is smooth and dark yellow-green above and is paler and slightly hairy below. Its base is rounded or heart-shaped, its tip is short-pointed, and its margin is deeply and sharply toothed or is round-lobed. Some of the lobes near the base are pointed. Its petioles are slender or stout, smooth or hairy, about 2 inches long, and have 2 tiny dark glands. These leaves turn yellow to orange-red in the fall.
Flowers: Its flowers are arranged in umbelled racemous clusters of 2-6 upon slender stalks. Each flower is about 1-2 inches wide, white or pink, and is fragrant. It has a corolla of 5 rounded petals, an urn-shaped green to red-green calyx with 5 lobes, about 10-20 stamens, and a pistil with 5 styles and a hairy ovary. These flowers are insect-pollinated. Flowering season is March to June. Blooming period lasts about 2 weeks.
    The fruit can be eaten by larger animals, such as Wild Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo L.), Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus L.), Virginia Opossums (Didelphis virginiana Kerr), Mice (Genus Mus), Groundhogs (Marmota monax L.), Eastern Cottontail Rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus J.A. Allen), Striped Skunks (Mephitis mephitis Schreber), Raccoons (Procyon lotor L.), Foxes (Tribe Vulpini), and White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus Zimmermann).

Fruit: Its fruit is a pome. It is placed atop a 1½ inch pedicel. Each fruit is pale yellow-green, rounded, ribbed at the top, and is about 1-2 inches in diameter. Its outer skin is waxy and its pulp is thick and juicy. Fruiting season is September to November. Some fruits may persist upon the tree throughout the winter.
Seeds: Its seeds are dark brown and are flattened.

Bark: Its outer bark is thin, gray-brown to red-brown, rough, scaly, ridged, and is vertically cracked. Its inner bark is red-brown.
Wood: Its wood is heavy, dense, soft, flexible, close-grained, and diffuse-porous. Its heartwood is light red to brown and its sapwood is thick and yellow.

Roots: Its roots are shallow, woody, and fibrous.

Habitats: Its habitats consist of forest edges and openings, thickets, fencerows, pastures, hedgerows, old fields, roadsides, and stream banks.

Range: Its range mainly covers the eastern Great Lakes States, the Ohio River Valley, southern Ontario, and parts of adjacent states.

Uses of the American Crabapple:

    American Crabapples have a number of uses. Both the Native Americans and the early European settlers used them.

    American Crabapple fruit can be made into jellies, preserves, pies, cider, or vinegar. Because the fruits contain a large amount of malic acid, they are sour or tart and require sweetening.
    Some Native American tribes stored the fruit in the ground until spring. The long underground storage was believed to sweeten the fruits. The fruit can also be made edible if it is dried by sun or by fire. Many early European explorers and missionaries observed the various tribes consuming the fruit. 
    American Crabapples had some medicinal uses. A bark infusion was used for treating gallstones, piles, and sore mouths. A cold bark infusion was used for treating sore eyes and black eyes. The roots were used as a tonic and were used for treating malaria and tuberculosis.
    American Crabapple wood was small and had little use. It was made into tool handles, woodenware, and fuel. This wood is ideal for woodcarvers. 
    The bark was made into a yellow dye.
    American Crabapples are best used as ornamental trees and are easy to transplant. They were planted for their attractive flowers and for their fragrance. Unfortunately, they are susceptible to the Cedar-Apple Rust (Gymnosporangium juniper-virgianae Schweinitz) if located close to the Eastern Redcedar (Juniperus virginiana L.). They are also susceptible to the Apple Scab (Venturia inequalis [Cooke] G. Winter).
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