                                   BLACK HAW
      Most of our local shrubs are non-native and are invasive. However, there is one shrub (or small tree) species that is native to this area. That species is the Black Haw (Viburnum prunifolium L.).
    Black Haws are members of the Order Dipsacales and of the Family Adoxaceae or Caprifoliaceae.

    The generic name, Viburnum, is classical Latin for “a wayfaring tree”. The specific epithet, prunifolium, is Latin for “plum-leaved”, because of its resemblance to plum leaves. Pruni is prunus, which is “plum”, and folium is “leaf”.

    Another scientific name for this plant is Viburnum bushii Ashe. Other common names for this shrub are American Sloe, Blackhaw Viburnum, Cramp Bark, King’s Crown, Nannyberry, Sheepberry, Shonny, Sloe, Sloe-leaved Viburnum, Smooth Blackhaw, Smooth Blackhaw Viburnum, Snowball Tree, Stagbush, Sweethaw, and Wild Raisin.

    Black Haw is susceptible to fires. It is a fast-growing and a short-lived shrub.

                   DESCRIPTION OF THE BLACK HAW
Height: Its height is 4-30 feet.
Diameter: Its trunk diameter is 2-10 inches.

Crown: Its crown is broadly rounded or is irregular and is compact or spreading. Its short, stiff, and spreading branches are at right angles to the stem.
Trunk: Its trunk is short and crooked. It may have more than 1 trunk.

Twigs: Its twigs are gray, green, red-brown, or yellow-brown and have orange lenticels. They are short, straight, upright, slender, ridged, and stiff. Its leaf scars are alternate, crescent to broadly V-shaped, slightly raised, and have 3 bundle scars. Its pith is pale and is continuous. White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus Zimmermann) eat these twigs.
Buds: Its buds are dark red-gray to brown and are 2-scaled. Its terminal buds are oblong, smooth or scurfy, and are about ½ inches long. Their tips are pointed. The flower buds are terminal and are flask-shaped. 
Leaves: Its leaves are simple, opposite, and deciduous. Each leaf is elliptical to ovate, smooth and hairless, thick and leathery, feather-veined, about 1-4 inches long, and about ¾-2 inches wide. The leaves are shiny dark green with sunken veins above and are dull light green below. Its tip is blunt or broadly pointed, its base is rounded or tapered, and its margin is finely saw-toothed. Its petiole is about ¼-¾ inches long, red or green, smooth, slender, broadly grooved, and is slightly or is not winged. In the fall, these leaves turn shiny orange red in the woods or purple maroon in the open. The fallen leaves make good humus for the soil. White-tailed Deer eat these leaves.
Flowers: Its flowers are arranged in upright, broad, flat-topped, branching, and stalkless cymed clusters about 2-5 inches wide. Each flower is about ¼-¾ inches wide and is radially symmetrical. All flowers are of uniform size. Its corolla is narrowly tubular with 5 white, rounded, and spreading petals. Its calyx is small and urn-shaped with 5 persistent sepals. It has 5 alternate stamens with slender white filaments and pale yellow, oblong, and 2-celled anthers. It also has 1 pistil with a 5-lobed and flattened stigma, a thick style, and a 1-celled ovary. All parts are attached above the ovary. These flowers are pollinated by Bees (Superfamily Apoidea) and by Butterflies (Order Lepidoptera). These flowers are also fragrant. Flowering season is March to June. 
Fruit: Its fruit is a drupe or a berry. It is arranged in drooping cymed clusters upon long, slender, red stalks. Each fruit is green when young but turns red in the summer. During the fall, it becomes blue or black. It has a whitish waxy bloom when ripe. It is about ½-¾ inches long, ovoid, ellipsoid, and is slightly flattened. Its pulp is thin. Fruiting season is September or October but the fruits may persist upon the shrub throughout the winter.

    Wild Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo L.), Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus L.), Northern Bobwhite Quails (Colinus virginianus L.), Northern Cardinals (Cardinalis cardinalis L.), Cedar Waxwings (Bombycilla cedrorum Vieillot), American Robins (Turdus migratorius L.), Eastern Cottontail Rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus J.A. Allen), Squirrels (Family Sciuridae), Striped Skunks (Mephitis mephitis Schreber), Mice (Genus Mus), Foxes (Tribe Vulpini), Raccoons (Procyon lotor L.), and White-tailed Deer eat these fruits.
Seed: Its single seed is a hard and dark brown pit or stone. The broadly oval seed is flat upon 1 side and is slightly rounded upon the other side. It also has a minor groove upon 1 side.
Bark: Its outer bark is gray, dark brown, or black, and is furrowed. It is divided into small, thick, irregular, blocky squared plates. Its inner bark is dark and red-brown
Wood: Its wood is hard, heavy, strong, brittle, and coarse-grained. Its heartwood is red-brown and its sapwood is wide and pale.

Roots: Its roots consist of a woody taproot. Its root sprouts can produce thickets of this shrub.

Habitat: Its habitats vary greatly. It consists of moist woods, hillsides and slopes, uplands or bottomlands, thickets, woods’ edges, and fencerows. This plant does not tolerate acidic soils.
Range: Its range begins along the middle Atlantic Coast and extends westward past the lower Great Lakes and as far west as Missouri. It is the most common native Viburnum species in the Midwest.
Uses of the Black Haw:

    Black Haw had some uses. Both the Native Americans and the early European settlers used it.
    This plant contains aesculetin, valeric acid, coumarin scapoletin, salicin, iridoid glucoside, glucoside viburmin, triterpenoid saponin, salicoside, arbutin, and tannin. The fruits contain chlorogenic acid, beta sitosterol, urosolic acid, and vitamin C. The bark was once dried and was sold commercially. This plant has been listed in the U.S. Pharmacopeia (1882-1926) and then in the National Formulary. It is not endorsed by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
    The root and tree bark was used as an astringent, a diaphoretic, a diuretic, a sedative, an antispasmodic, and a nerve tonic. A bark tea was used for treating asthma, malaria, dysentery, convulsions, epilepsy, and uterine infections. It was also used as a wash for sore tongues. A leaf poultice was used for skin cancer. The leaves were also brewed for tea. The fruits were used for preventing and for treating scurvy. The bark was smoked like tobacco. These parts are best gathered in the spring.
    Black Haw was once believed to increase fertility in women, to prevent miscarriages, and to ease labor pains and morning sickness. Slave owners of the old South encouraged their female slaves to consume teas made from this plant to encourage reproduction. All children born of slaves became the property of the slave owners.

    The fruits can be used for making jams, jellies, preserves, sauces, and pie fillings. They should be harvested in the fall after its 1st frost. The fruit must be boiled then simmered for about 20-30 minutes. It must be strained to remove the seeds. The uncooked fruit can cause nausea and the seeds can cause constipation.
    Because of the tree’s size, it has no commercial value. However, it has potential as an ornamental or as a wildlife shrub. It was first cultivated in 1727. It should be planted to replace the non-native, invasive shrubs.
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