                       MAPLE-LEAF VIBURNUM
    Most of us are familiar with the leaves of Maple (Genus Acer) trees. However, there are a few shrub and tree species which have leaves that resemble maple leaves but are not maples or their relatives. One of those shrubs is the Maple-leaf Viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium L.).
    Maple-leaf Viburnums are members of the Order Dipsacales and of the Family Adoxaceae or Caprifoliaceae.
    The generic name, Viburnum, is a classical Latin name of unknown origin. The specific epithet, acerifolium, is Latin for “maple-leaved”. Acer is “maple” and folium is “leaf”.
    Another scientific name for this plant is Viburnum densiflorum Chapman. Other common names for this plant are Arrowwood, Dockmackie, Flowering Maple, Guelder Rose, Maple-leaf Arrowwood, Possum Haw, Purple-leaf Viburnum, and Squashberry.
       DESCRIPTION OF THE MAPLE-LEAF VIBURNUM
Height: Its height is 2-10 feet. This shrub is erect with slender ascending branches.
Width: Its crown width is 2-4 feet.

Twigs: Its twigs are smooth or downy, slender, and straight. They are green when young and are light brown, red-brown, or purple-gray when older. It has scattered tan lenticels. Its leaf scars are narrow, V-shaped, and have 3 bundle scars. Eastern Cottontail Rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus J.A. Allen), North American Beavers (Castor canadensis Kuhl), and White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus Zimmermann) eat these twigs.
Buds: Its terminal buds are rounded with numerous dark red brown hairy scales. Its lateral buds are opposite, are flattened against the twig, and have a rounded outer surface.
Leaves: Its leaves are simple, opposite, and deciduous. Each leaf is about 2-5 inches long, about 2-5 inches wide, ovate, and has 3-5 lobes with coarsely serrated margins. Its base is rounded or cordated and its tips are pointed. Its top side is green and smooth and its underside is paler, velvety or hairy, and has yellow and black resinous dots. Its petiole is about ½-1 inch long, hairy, and has paired narrow stipules with bristled tips. Depending upon the weather and the sunlight exposure, its fall colors are yellow, orange, pink, rose, magenta, red, or purple.
Flowers: Its flowers are arranged upon a terminal, upright, flat-topped, cymed cluster about 1-3 inches wide. Each flower is about ¼ inches wide, radially symmetrical, and of uniform size. These flowers have a corolla with 5 white to pinkish petals that are united into a tube, a calyx with small sepals, and 5 stamens. All parts are attached above the ovary. All of these flowers are fertile flowers. They are insect-pollinated. Flowering season is May to August.
Fruit: Its fruit is also arranged in upright clusters. Each fruit is a ¼-1/3 inch long, round or ovate drupe or berry. It is red when young but later becomes purple to black (or rarely white). The fruit is fleshy and has 1 partially or non-grooved, hard, flattened seed or stone. Although this fruit has a low fat content and is not a preferred food, Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus L.), Wild Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo L.), Cedar Waxwings (Bombycilla cedrorum Vieillot), Eastern Chipmunks (Tamias striatus L.), and American Red Squirrels (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus Erxleben) eat these fruits. This shrub produces fruit after 2-3 years. Fruiting season is July to October.
Roots: Its rootstocks are rhizomous and can sprout large, loose colonies of clonal clumps.

Habitat: Its habitats consist of the shrub layers of moist or dry, upland woods. They are often found in Oak (Genus Quercus)-Hickory (Genus Carya) forests or in Beech (Fagus grandifolia Ehrhart)-Maple forests. They may be found in small groups. This shrub is shade tolerant.
Range: Its range covers the eastern U.S. and southeastern Canada, excluding southern Florida, as far west as the Mississippi River and Texas.

Uses of the Maple-leaf Viburnum:

    Although many animals eat the fruits, they are both unpalatable and inedible to humans. Unlike real maples, the sap cannot be tapped for maple syrup.

     Both the Native Americans and the early European settlers had medicinal uses for this shrub. The leaves were used as a poultice for inflamed tumors and for moving pain caused by witchcraft. The inner bark was made into a tea and was used for treating colic and cramps. It was also used as a wash for sore tongues. The root bark was used as a diaphoretic, an emetic, and a tonic. This shrub was also used for treating malaria and smallpox.
    Maple-leaf Viburnum makes an ideal ornamental shrub. It should be planted instead of planting non-native, invasive shrubs.
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