                                 BROOMSEDGE
    When walking through a field, one might see grasses that could be the Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium [Michaux] Nash). However, a closer look may reveal that those grasses are the Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus L.). Both species can hybridize.
    The generic name, Andropogon is Greek for “a man’s beard”, because of their silky flower hairs. Andros or aner is “man” and pogon is “beard”. The specific epithet, virginicus, is Latin for “of Virginia”.
    Broomsedges are members of the Order Cyperales or Poales, the Family Graminae or Poaceae, the Subfamily Panicoideae, the Supertribe Andropogonodae, the Tribe Andropogoneae, and the Subtribe Andropogoninae.
    Previous scientific synonyms for this species were Anatherum virginicum (L.) Desvaux (or Sprengel), Andropogon curtisianus Steudel, A. dissitiflorum Michaux, A. dissitiflorus Michaux, A. eriophorus Scheele, A. glaucescens Schlechtendel ex Hackle, A. louisianae Steudel, A. tetrastachyus Elliott, A. vaginatus Elliott, Cinna lateralis Walter, Dimeiostemon tetrastachyus Rafinesque ex B.D. Jackson, D. vaginatus Rafinesque ex B.D. Jackson,  Holcus virginicus Muhlenberg ex Steudel, and Sorghum virginicum (L.) Kuntze.
    The common name, Broomsedge, was named because the stems of this plant were once used in making brooms in the South. However, this plant is not a Sedge (Family Cyperaceae) plant. Other common names for this species are Beard-Grass, Broombeard, Broombeard Grass, Broomsedge Bluestem, Broomstraw, Common Broomsedge, Poverty Grass, Sedge Grass, Virginia Beardgrass, Whiskey Grass, Wolf Grass, and Yellowsedge Bluestem.
    Broomsedge is a warm-season grass that tolerates fires and droughts but not shade.

                 DESCRIPTION OF THE BROOMSEDGE
Perennial
Height: Its height is 1-5 feet.
Stem: Its stem (culm) is smooth, simple, and erect. They are flattened and keeled near the base and are branched near the top. They have white pith. It is bright green in the early summer, dark red-purple in late summer, bright orange or tawny brown in the fall, and tan yellow in the winter. They become stiff with age. These stems are arranged in tufts.

Leaves: Each leaf is about 3-24 inches long and is 1/8-¼ inches wide. It is erect and is ascending or is wide-spreading. Its blades are flattened or folded and are keeled. They have scattered long hairs at the base upon the upper side. Its leafy sheaths are sparsely hairy, short-keeled, inflated, strongly flattened, overlapping, and have hairs along its lower margins. The ligule is membranous, rounded, and has hairs at the top. There are no auricles. They are dull light green when young but later turn tawny or reddish brown.
    The fallen, decaying leaves are phytotoxic and are allelopathic, They inhibit the growth of more favorable plant species.

Flowers: Its flowers are arranged in paired racemous spikelets or ears. They are attached to the branches, not the main stem. The spikelets are paired at the stem’s joints. Each spikelet is about ¾-1½ inches long, erect, feathery, and ascending. They each contain 1 floret. These spikelets are tucked inside of leafy bracts. Flowering season is July to October.
    There are 2 types of flower spikelets: the stalkless (sessile) and fertile spikelets and the stalked and sterile spikelets. The sterile spikelets have the numerous the filmy hairs that appear beard-like.
Fruits: Its fruits are 2 or more stalked seed clusters per branch. Its seed heads are dark tan to burgundy. Each spikelet has a 1-1½ inch long straight awn or bristle. This plant produces an abundance of seeds. 
Seeds: Its seeds are yellow-green or brown, linear, flat upon 1 side, and are about 1/16-1/8 inch long. These seeds are carried by the wind. The seeds have a high germination rate. Slate-colored Juncos (Junco hyemalis L.), Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla Wilson), and American Tree Sparrows (Spizelloiodes arborea Wilson) eat these seeds.
Roots: Its root systems are crowns of dense, coarse, and shallow fibrous roots. The root system also has short rhizomes.
Habitat: Its habitats consist of old fields, pastures, hayfields, waste areas, roadsides, railroad rights-of-ways, and thin open woods. This grass is a pioneer grass species. They are indicators of poor soils. 
Range: Its range covers most of the eastern U.S. as far west as the Great Plains, excluding northern New England and the northern Great Lakes. It has been naturalized in the West Indies, California, Hawaii, Japan, and Australia.

Uses of the Broomsedge:

    Broomsedges had some medicinal uses. Some Native American tribes used this plant.  A root decoction was used for treating headaches. A leaf infusion was used for treating intestinal ailments. A leaf wash was used for treating frostbite, sores, and itches. This plant also treated hemorrhoids and poison ivy rashes. It was also used as an ingredient in green corn medicine.
    Broomsedges have other uses as well. The stems were once used to make a yellow dye. The Broomsedges are planted for erosion control and as an ornamental grass. This plant can be propagated by seed or by root division. However, this grass can become invasive.
    Broomsedges make poor forage grass. Although, these grasses can be used as forage when they are young, they become unpalatable when they mature. Cattle (Bos taurus L.), White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus Zimmermann), and American Bison (Bison bison L.) eat the young forage.
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