                                GREEN DRAGON
    People who enjoy woodland wildflowers have probably observed the Jack-in-the-Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum L.) numerous times. Many may have also observed its less common relative, the Green Dragon. (Arisaema dracontium [L.] Schott).

    These 2 species are related but are not closely related. Their ancestors probably diverged millions of years before they migrated across the Bering land bridge (Beringia).

    Green Dragons are members of the Order Alismatales, the Family Araceae, the Subfamily Aroideae, and the Tribe Arisaemateae.

    The generic name, Arisaema, is Greek for “blood arum” or “red arum”. Aris is “arum”, which is a plant native to the Mediterranean region. Haema or aima is “red” or “blood”. This refers to red blotches found upon some of the leaves of another species.
    The specific epithet, dracontium, is Latin for “of the dragon”. It comes from the Greek word, drakontion, which is “small dragon”. This is because the protruding spadix resembles the tongue or the tail of a dragon. It also resembles the northern star constellation, Draco (the dragon).
    A previous scientific synonym for this species was Muricauda dracontium (L.) Small. Other common names for this plant are American Wake Robin, Dragon Arum, Dragon Root, Dragon Tail, Edderwort, Green Arum, and Owl’s Foot.

               DESCRIPTION OF THE GREEN DRAGON
Perennial
Height: Its height is about 8-48 inches.

Stem: Its stem is erect and smooth.

Leaves: Its leaves are dull green, solitary, basal, and palmately compound with 5-15 leaflets. These leaflets are arranged in a semicircle. Each leaflet is about 3-11 inches long, about 1-4 inches wide; is oblong, ovate, elliptical, or lanceolate; and has a pointed tip. Its margins are smooth. The center leaflet is the largest with the outer leaflets becoming progressively smaller as they are located farther away from the center.
   Its petiole is erect, up to 2 feet long, smooth, stout, and is often forked. The leaf may appear as 2 leaves.
Flowers: Its flowers are densely crowded at the base of the 3-12 inch long, narrow, fleshy, club-shaped, cylindrical, and tapering spadix. The female (pistillate) flowers are located above the male (staminate) flowers. Each floret is small and is whitish to yellow-green. There are no petals or sepals. The spadix is enclosed with a 1-3 inch long, convoluted, narrow, pointed, and hooded spathe. The spathe is tubular near the bottom and is partially open near the top. Flowering season is usually April to July.
Fruit: Its fruits are arranged in a round, columnar cluster with up to 150 berries. These berries start out green then turn yellow, orange, and finally scarlet red. Each fruit has about 1-3 seeds. Birds (Class Aves), such as Wild Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo L.) and Wood Thrushes (Hylocichla mustelina Gmelin), and some Mammals (Class Mammalia) may eat these berries.
Roots: Its root system has a cluster of large, rounded, and flattened corms and many secondary roots. These roots can spread outward and can form clonal colonies.

Habitat: Its habitats consist of low wet woods, thickets, and streambanks. This is a rare plant species.
Range: Its range covers the eastern U.S. and southeastern Canada as far west as the Great Plains. It excludes northern New England, the upper Great Lakes, and southern Florida.

Uses of the Green Dragon:

    Many uses for the Jack-in-the Pulpit are also applicable to the Green Dragon. Both plants have needle-like crystals of calcium oxalate, often called raphides. These crystals become embedded within the mucous membranes of the mouth, lips, throat, and tongue. This causes intense burning, stinging, swelling, and other irritations. More serious symptoms may include choking, salivation, nausea, stomach and intestinal distress, irregular heartbeat, dilation of eye pupils, coma, and even death. However, very little is consumed to be fatal. It can also cause contact dermatitis upon sensitive persons. White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus Zimmermann) avoid this plant.
    All parts of the plant contain these crystals. However, the corm, which can be made edible, contains the most crystals.

    These crystals in the corm can be removed through slicing and prolonged drying over several months. Boiling or heating alone may not work. The dried corms can be ground into flour and can be used for making bread. The berries can be boiled and added to wild game.
    Green Dragon had some medicinal uses, too. It can be used for treating asthma, bronchitis, whooping cough, tuberculosis, and rheumatism.

    Green Dragon can even be used as an insecticide.

    Green Dragon was believed by some Native American tribes to have supernatural abilities. Root bundles containing this plant were believed to give the owner the ability to have supernatural dreams.

Green Dragon Rust:

    Like the Jack-in-the-Pulpit, the Green Dragon is susceptible to the fungal pathogen rust, Uromyces ari-triphylli (Scheinitz) Seeler. This fungus attacks the plant and produces spore-bearing, yellow-orange pustules upon the leaves and upon the spathe. These pustules reduce their leaf surface area and its longevity. Once infected, this plant stays infected for life. It can be spread by root to its clones but not by the seeds.
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