                        LONG-SPURRED VIOLET  
    Although their colors may vary, most native violet flowers are similar in shape. However, there are some violet species that have flowers of a different shape. One of those species is the Long-spurred Violet (Viola rostrata Pursh).     
    The Long-spurred Violet is a member of the Order Malpighiales or Violales and of the Family Violaceae. This species may hybridize with other Violet species.
    Its generic name, Viola, is Latin for “flower”. Its specific epithet, rostrata, is Latin for “beaked”, “curved”, or “hooked”, because of its long spur.

       DESCRIPTION OF THE LONG-SPURRED VIOLET
Perennial
Height: Its height is about 2-14 inches.

Stems: Its stems are smooth and may be erect or sprawling. Both the leaves and the flowers share the same stalk.
Leaves: Its leaves are simple and are alternate or basal. Each leaf is smooth, stalked, broadly ovate, and has a cordated (heart-shaped) base, an acute (pointed) tip, and has crenate (rounded) blunt teeth upon its margins. These leaves are about 1-1½ inches long and they lengthen as they age. Their conspicuous lanceolate stipules are located within the leaf axils and they have long teeth. These leaves are the host plants for the larvae of the Fritillary Butterflies (Family Nymphalidae).
Flowers: Its flowers are solitary, nodding, bilaterally symmetrical, and are about ½-1 inches wide. They are located above the leaves upon the stem. These flowers are white, pale blue, pale lavender, or pale lilac with a darker blue center. Each flower has 5 separate and unequally rounded petals, 5 separate sepals, 5 loosely united stamens ringed around the ovary, and 1 pistil with a slender style. All flowering parts are attached at the base of the ovary. Their lowest and largest petal has a rear, ½-1 inch long, narrow, and pointed, nectar spur. The 3 lower petals have purple veins that radiate outward from the center. The 2 lateral petals are hairless. These flowers are pollinated by Insects (Class Insecta), especially Bees (Superfamily Apoidea). Flowering season is usually April to August.
Fruit: Its fruit is a green, dry, angular, smooth, oval, and 3-chambered capsule with fine hairs. When ripe, it splits open into 3 sections. The drying and shrinking fruit sections disperse their seeds. 
Seeds: Its seeds are light brown with soft appendages. Ants (Family Formicidae) sometimes carry these seeds to their dens. Most of the seeds are produced by the inconspicuous cleistogamous (self-pollinating) flowers.

Roots: Its root system consists of a branched, woody rhizome.

Habitat: Its habitat consists of mesic, cool, forested ravines. They are often found near Eastern Hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis [L.] Carriere).

Range: Its range covers most of the eastern U.S. and southeastern Canada as far west as the Mississippi River. A few peripheral states within that range are excluded.
Uses of the Long-spurred Violet:

    The Long-spurred Violets have a few uses. Both the Native Americans and the early European settlers used this plant.

    The young leaves and the flowers are edible and contain vitamins A and C and a few minerals. The older leaves may be astringent. They can be eaten raw as greens, boiled as potherbs, or brewed into tea.
    The leaves and flowers also have medicinal uses. They can be used as a diaphoretic, an emollient, an expectorant, and a purgative.

    Long-spurred Violets are also planted in gardens as ornamentals.
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