                                    MIAMI-MIST
    There are many colorful species of native spring wildflowers in the woods and in the fields. One of them is the Miami-Mist (Phacelia purshii Buckley).
    Depending upon the references, Miami-Mists are members of the Order Boraginales or Solanales, the Family Boraginales or Hydrophyllaceae, and the Subfamily Hydrophylloideae. The proper classification of this genus is still undecided among botanists.
    The generic name, Phacelia, is from the ancient Greek word, phakelos, which is “bundle” or “cluster”, which refers to the crowded flowers.
    The specific epithet, purshii, was named for the 19th Century German-American botanist Friedrich (or Frederick) Traugott Pursh (or Pursch), who claimed to have discovered this plant.
    Previous scientific names for this plant were Cosmanthus purshii Wood, Phacelia bicknellii Small, and P. boykinii (A. Gray) Small. 
    The common name, Miami-Mist, was named for the Miami Indian tribe and because the fringed flowers appear misty when in clusters. Other common names for this plant are Fringed Phacelia, Purple Scorpion Weed, and Scorpion Weed.
                   DESCRIPTION OF THE MIAMI-MIST
Annual
Height: Its height is about 6-20 inches.

Stem: Its stem is erect, slender, weak, and has appressed hairs. It branches near the top. These stems may be found in multiples.
Leaves: Its leaves are simple and alternate. Each leaf is dark green, about 1½-3 inches long, triangular or oblong, and hairy. The leaf is deeply, sharply, pinnately, and oppositely lobed. There are about 3-11 lobes upon the leaf. The lower leaves are long-petioled and the upper leaves are sessile but clasp the stem.
Flowers: Its flowers are arranged in a coiled, 1-sided racemously cymed cluster of about 6-30 flowers. Each flower is tubular, cup-like, radially symmetrical, and is about ¼-½ inches wide. Their corolla has 5 light blue-purple and minutely fringed lobes and a white center with small dots. Its calyx also has 5 lobes. The flower has 5 erect and protruding stamens with lilac anthers and white filaments and has1 pistil with a 3-celled ovary, a white style, and a 2-lobed stigma. All flowering parts are attached at the base of the ovary. Bees (Superfamily Apoidea) and Butterflies (Order Lepidoptera) pollinate these flowers. Flowering season is usually April to June.
Fruit: Its fruit is a dry capsule. Its splits open when ripe to release its seeds.
Habitat: Its habitats consist of rich moist woods, clearings, floodplains, wet meadows, and fields.

Range: Its range covers parts of the eastern U.S. as far west as the Mississippi River. This range excludes the Northeast, the upper Great Lakes, the Atlantic coast, and much of the Deep South.
Uses of the Miami-Mist:

    The Miami-Mist had 1 recorded use. The Cherokee Tribe had used this plant as a poultice for treating rheumatism and swollen joints.
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